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Jane 
Addams 
Peace 
Associat ion
The Rights and Contributions of I ndigenous Peoples

? We've al l been l iving on broken ugly systems buil t  on genocide and slavery. 
Strengthening and empowering others, in whatever capacity, also helps the self.?    

- Red Haircrow

Indigenous Peoples' Day is this month. It is a holiday that celebrates and honors 
American Indians for their resistance and resilience in surviving genocide and 
oppression in the Americas. Although the ugly systems of the past still permeate our 
present, we find comfort and inspiration in the words of Red Haircrow, a Chiricahua 
Apache/ Cherokee and African American writer, filmmaker, and psychologist, as he 
signals how we can change the ways those systems may impact our future. We stand 
in solidarity with Indigenous people and will work to strengthen our collective 
resistance against oppression and social injustices in our current sociopolitical context. 
For this month?s newsletter, we selected two books that honor the culture, spirit, and 
humanity of American Indians. The themes in the books we highlighted this month 
reflect our commitment to community, compassion, peace, and dialogue.  
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 ?Civil izat ion is a 
method of l iving, an 

at t itude of equal 
respect  for al l men?

-Jane Addams
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Older 
Reader
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The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich 

(2002) Hyperion Books for Children
This circular novel chronicles the daily life of Omakayas, a 
seven-year old Ojibwa girl who lives on the Island of Lake 
Superior during the mid-eighteen hundreds. Although 
Omakayas? family faces hardships and grief, Erdrich uses 
each opportunity to shed light on how their cultural ways of 
knowing nature and living in peace provide a sense of 
comfort for their community and hope for their future. 

Classroom
Connection

Creating multimodal reading 
responses provides an 
opportunity to express layered 
and complex understanding of 
text that summaries, end of 
unit questions, or response 
journals do not always capture. 
Using the digital platform 
StoryboardThat, Elizabeth 
Pedro demonstrates the 
potential of graphic panels to 
visualize vocabulary, create 
character profiles, and explore 
themes in the story. Try it out in 
your school community and 
share what you create with us!
.  

https://books.disney.com/book/the-birchbark-house/
https://books.disney.com/book/the-birchbark-house/
https://books.disney.com/book/the-birchbark-house/
https://books.disney.com/book/the-birchbark-house/
https://storyboardthat.com
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Younger Reader
Book Review
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Classroom
Connection

Crossing Bok Chitto: A Choctaw Tale of 
Friendship & Freedom writ ten by Tim Tingle 
and il lust rated by Jeanne Rorex Bridges 
(2006) Scholast ic
The Choctaw people live on one side of the River Bok Chitto; plantation owners and enslaved 
African Americans live on the other. A secret friendship between a Choctaw girl and an 
African American boy is the first link in a chain of humanity that spirits the boy's family across 
the river to freedom. This tale is a tribute to the Choctaws and Indians of every nation who 
aided African Americans running from slavery. 

The power of storytelling among enslaved and Choctaw people is a cultural practice 
embedded in  both communities. To explore the themes in the book, we invite you to 
consider how digital tools can amplify this cultural practice though the layering of sound, 
color, image, and movement with content about the story. 

Using Powtoon, your students 
can create animated stories that 
explore their families 
commitment to working for 
peace and social justice, just like 
the Choctaw community in the 
book. 
To the right is a screenshot of a 
Powtoon animated video about 
Crossing Bok Chitto: A Choctaw 
Tale of Friendship & Freedom.

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/books/crossing-bok-chitto-by-tim-tingle/
https://www.powtoon.com/my-powtoons/?#/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/book-review/crossing-bok-chitto-a-choctaw-tale-of-friendship-freedom/
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Theme Resources
& Connect ions
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Resources to use w ith Children:

Choctaw Nat ion

Nat ive American Facts for Kids: Website 
created by non-profit, Native Languages of 
the Americas!, who focus on preserving and 
promoting American Indian Languages. This 
link is to the fact sheets they curated about 
American Indians.

An Indigenous Peoples? History of the United 
States for Young People (Dunbar-Ortiz, 
adapted by Mendoza & Reese)

Newsela Collection of current events for 
classroom:

- Nat ive Americans Take Control of their 
Story 

- History of US Government?s 
Relat ionship w ith Nat ive Americans

Resources for Educators:

American Indian Library Associat ion

American Indians in Children?s Literature by 
Debbie Reese

Recorded Lecture: Dutch New York Histories 
sponsored by Schomburg Center

Montana Indians: Their History and Locat ion : 
Created by the  Montana Office of Public 
Instruction

Ojibwa by Loriene Roy

Legends of America: Website exploring 
history and legends in the US.

Nat ive American Oral Storytel l ing and 
History: Seth Fairchild

In the News

We would love to know how you are engaging students w ith 
these t it les in your classrooms and schools. Please share 

art ifacts using the hashtag # JACBA

October 18  Jane Addams Children's Book 
Award Ceremony

The Jane Addams Peace Associat ion is 
del ighted to invite you to our 67th Annual 

Award Ceremony of the Jane Addams 
Children's Book Award

 October 18, 2019 - 1:00 pm ? 3:00 pm 

777 United Nat ions Plaza, 2nd Floor (44th & 
1st), NYC 

Join us for a celebration of the 2019 Addams 
Award winners and honorees. Come meet and 
talk with the authors and illustrators of this 
year?s commended books, including 
Jacqueline Woodson, Rafael López, Jewell 
Parker Rhodes, Wade Hudson, Cheryl Willis 
Hudson, Veera Hiranandani, and Jessica Love. 
Enjoy a reception and an opportunity for book 
signing after formal presentation of the 
awards. All the award books will be available 
for purchase. This event is free and open to all. 
Reservations are not needed. Please come 
and enjoy! We gratefully acknowledge support for 
the Award and this ceremony from the
Hastings Peace and Justice Fund.

Oct ober  19  BookFest  Bank  St reet

Oct ober  25-27 13t h Regional IBBY 

Conference

https://www.choctawnation.com/
https://www.choctawnation.com/
http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567131/an-indigenous-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-for-young-people-by-roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-adapted-by-jean-mendoza-and-debbie-reese/
https://demo.newsela.com/read/benchmark-9-native-american-media/id/31611/
https://demo.newsela.com/read/benchmark-9-native-american-media/id/31611/
https://demo.newsela.com/read/benchmark-9-native-american-media/id/31611/
https://demo.newsela.com/read/benchmark-9-native-american-media/id/31611/
https://demo.newsela.com/read/benchmark-9-native-american-media/id/31611/
https://demo.newsela.com/read/benchmark-9-native-american-media/id/31611/
https://demo.newsela.com/read/benchmark-9-native-american-media/id/31611/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-government-native-american-relations/id/53028/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-government-native-american-relations/id/53028/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-government-native-american-relations/id/53028/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-government-native-american-relations/id/53028/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-government-native-american-relations/id/53028/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-government-native-american-relations/id/53028/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-government-native-american-relations/id/53028/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-government-native-american-relations/id/53028/
https://ailanet.org/resources/
https://ailanet.org/resources/
https://ailanet.org/resources/
https://ailanet.org/resources/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://livestream.com/schomburgcenter/events/7607990
https://livestream.com/schomburgcenter/events/7607990
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Montana%20Indians%20Their%20History%20and%20Location.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Montana%20Indians%20Their%20History%20and%20Location.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Montana%20Indians%20Their%20History%20and%20Location.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Montana%20Indians%20Their%20History%20and%20Location.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Montana%20Indians%20Their%20History%20and%20Location.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Montana%20Indians%20Their%20History%20and%20Location.pdf
https://www.everyculture.com/multi/Le-Pa/Ojibwa.html
https://www.legendsofamerica.com/na-chippewa/
https://www.legendsofamerica.com/na-chippewa/
https://www.legendsofamerica.com/na-chippewa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JcKbN_GjCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JcKbN_GjCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JcKbN_GjCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JcKbN_GjCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JcKbN_GjCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JcKbN_GjCE
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/
http://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/
https://10times.com/bookfest-bank-street
https://10times.com/bookfest-bank-street
https://10times.com/bookfest-bank-street
https://www.usbby.org/regional-conference.html
https://www.usbby.org/regional-conference.html
https://www.usbby.org/regional-conference.html
https://www.usbby.org/regional-conference.html
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Upcoming 
Themes
November 2019: Exploring the History of Vot ing Rights

Older Reader: Lillian's right to vote by Jonah Winter

Younger Reader: With Courage and Cloth: Winning the Fight for a Woman?s Right to Vote 
by Ann Bausum

December 2019:  Kids as Agents of Social Change

Older Reader: The Color of My Words by Lynn Joseph

Younger Reader: Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makers? Strike of 1909, written by 
Michelle Markel and illustrated by Melissa Sweet 

Submit  your curriculum connect ions for one of the books in the upcoming themed 
issues. Send materials w ith brief 1 paragraph explanat ion to price-dennis@tc.edu

Contribut ing Editors
Contributing editors: Dahlia Hamza Constantine, (Teachers College, Columbia), Detra 
Price-Dennis (Teachers College, Columbia), and Emily Smith-Buster (Austin Independent 
School District)
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